or some considerable time earlier, when a variety of Scandinavians landed on the coasts of the Americas and the Caribbean islands, is debatable. Less contentious is that the end of Western domination was heralded by Toussaint Louverture's successful 'slave revolt', abolishing slavery in Hispaniola, the island where Columbus first landed. From that -non-European -ocean shore, other semantics prevail. For Haitians, this was no 'revolt' but a revolution, directly inspired by the French Revolution, a paradox, in that it led directly to the emancipation of the slaves and so to Haitian independence from France in 1804. It also encouraged revolution on the mainland, where in 1821 and against the loud ringing of church bells, el grito de Hidalgo became a call to unite against European domination. Portuguese and Spanish regimes were routed across the region over the ensuing decades. It bears remembering, however, that slavery in Brazil was only abolished in 1888: liberty was ever selective in its applications.
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European history claimed that writing arrived in Latin America with the Roman alphabet. All other forms of literacy (or alphabets) were ignored. Interestingly, letters home from early explorers to the King and Queen of Spain vary significantly in their descriptions of the 'New' World and read like history read backwards, proving a theory determined a priori. Columbus, for example, had no concept of the Americas and insisted that he had encountered islands off Cathay (Japan) inhabited by "Indians." Rather than considering at the outset that it could be incumbent on him to learn native languages, he had thought to cover all bases by engaging a Franciscan learned in Latin, and a rabbi fluent in Hebrew, in the eventuality that they pitched up at 'the gates of Heaven' (i.e. Jerusalem) instead. As the Europeans had no intention of acquiring regional languages, it was assumed that preparation in the godly tongues of the Bible was sufficient provision. A sense of lost geography gave an initial impetus of incredulity to the earliest accounts. Columbus wrote to his Spanish patron:
Since I know that you will be pleased at the great victory with which Our Lord has crowned my voyage, I write this to you, from which you will learn how in thirty-three days I passed from the Canary Islands to the Indies, with the fleet which the most illustrious King and Queen, our Sovereigns, gave to me. There I found very many islands, filled with innumerable people, and I have taken possession of them all for their Highnesses, done by proclamation and with the royal standard unfurled, and no opposition was offered to me. To the first island which I found I gave the name "San Salvador," in remembrance of the
